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Associated Papers NPC for Meeting on 25th May 2022 

Agenda Item 84 Code of Conduct 2020 

NPC adopted the existing Code of Conduct for its councillors in 2014.  The latest revision is attached, 

which NALC and SALC are urging councils to adopt. 

 

Agenda Item 85 Dispensations 

If there is an item on this agenda for which you have a pecuniary interest you will not be able to take 

part in any of the discussions or vote on a resolution.  However, if you wish the council to consider 

your request for dispensation, you need to write to the Clerk ahead of the meeting stating your 

reasons on why you should be given a dispensation. 

 

Agenda Item 87 HR & Standards Committees 

Cllrs Bower and Taylor are members of the HR Committee. 

Cllrs Smith, Everett and Schwenk are members of the Standards Committee. 

 

Agenda Item 88 Outside Representatives 

Cllrs Taylor and Everett are representatives of NPC on the Newton Green Trust. 

Cllr Schwenk is a representative of NPC on the Village Hall Management Committee. 

Sue Presland, Maureen Williams and Janet Taylor are members of the Alston & Plampin Charity. 

Cllr Presland is NPC’s representative at SALC. 

 

Agenda Item 89 Internal Auditor appointment 

Last year Heelis & Lodge were reappointed as NPC’s Internal Auditors  

 

Agenda Item 90 Annual Memberships 

NPC holds annual memberships with SALC, Community Action Suffolk and the Society of Local 

Council Clerks. 

 

Agenda Item 92 Emails Circulated 

If there is an email that I have circulated that is not included on the agenda, and you consider that it 

should be discussed, please raise the item at this point. 
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Agenda Item 93 Clerk’s Report 

 

 

 

  

Minute Action Complete P

21/189 James Finch requested to look at calming measures for Rotten Row.

22/009 MUGA and play equipment signage installed by Community Wardens. P

22/015 Cllr Presland is obtaining quotation from electrician.

22/031 Cllr Taylor liaising with Tree Warden re replacement tree.

22/044 Welcome to Newton updated with councillors feedback.  New pictures to be 

resourced for final review at June meeting.

22/044 An issue with Clerk's use of newton-pc.gov.uk email addresses is now resolved and 

councillors' email addresses to be rolled out in May.

22/063 Minutes sent to BRN and updated on website. P

22/065 The cost for the Community Wardens to jet-spray the MUGA is £185 + VAT. P

22/067 a Payments made to suppliers, individuals and organisations. P

22/067 d SLA for Community Wardens signed and returned to Sudbury TC. P

22/068 Planning application(s) response sent to Babergh. P

22/070 Order placed for tennis net storage. P

22/075 Response from NGT awaited on "no mow May".

22/078 Website updated with SID analysis. P

Clerk's Actions & Delegated Power
Broken footpath sign by MD Mills reported.



 

Prepared by Dave Crimmin PSLCC  Page 3 of 12 

Associated Papers NPC for Meeting on 25th May 2022 

Agenda Item 94a Internal Auditors report 

Heelis & Lodge’s Internal Audit report, which was circulated to you via email on the 19th April 2022, is 

attached for your review.  Please also find below the AGAR AIAR 
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Agenda Item 94b AGAR Section 1 
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Agenda Item 94c AGAR Section 2 
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Agenda Item 94d Significant Variances 

 

Name of smaller authority: Newton Parish Council

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): Suffolk

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

2020/21 2021/22 Variance Variance

Explanation 

Required?

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures 

input, DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

£ £ £ %

52,446 40,815

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not 

required - Balance brought forward agrees

10,258 10,518 260 2.53% NO  

85,861 114,560 28,699 33.42% YES  

The project to replace play equipment and to install a MUGA generated grants of £73,184 in 2021 

/ 2022 compared to £41,132 in 2020 / 2021.  The Neighbourhood Planning Grant was reduced 

from £4,505 in 2020 / 2021 to £1,005 in 2021 / 2022.  CIL receipts increased in 2021 / 2022, VAT 

126 repayments were reduced and with the closing of the Parish Newsletter, £2,880 was passed to 

the Parish Council.

12,298 10,302 -1,996 16.23% YES  

The reduction in staff costs relates to no Locum Clerk costs in 2021 / 2022 with £10,302 being 

paid to the Employed Clerk.  In 2020 / 2021 Locum Clerk's costs were £2,873 and the Employed 

Clerk's costs for 11 months were £9,425.

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

95,452 106,234 10,782 11.30% NO  

7 Balances Carried Forward 40,815 49,357 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

YES

EXPLANATION REQUIRED ON RESERVES TAB AS 

TO WHY CARRY FORWARD RESERVES ARE 

GREATER THAN TWICE INCOME FROM LOCAL 

TAXATION/LEVIES

40,815 49,357 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

89,517 171,220 81,703 91.27% YES  

In 2021 / 2022 the now completed MUGA value has increased by £8,191 and the play equipment 

installation has added £66,455 to the asset register.  A replacement Bus Shelter has added £7,700 

to the asset value.

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

BOX 10 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED IF CHANGE CAN BE EXPLAINED BY BOX 5 (CAPITAL PLUS INTEREST PAYMENT)

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the 

green boxes where relevant:

• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200); 

• New from 2020/21 onwards: variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation year 

on year;

• a breakdown of approved reserves on the next tab if the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more than twice the annual 

precept/rates & levies value (Box 2).

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

Explanation of variances – pro forma 

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets

Receipts

Grants £46,314.54 £76,122.29

Recycling £760.62 £1,023.87

Bank Interest £29.20 £7.14

CIL £18,421.87 £20,322.33

Other £0.00 £2,880.00

VAT Repayment £20,334.63 £14,204.26

£85,860.86 £114,559.89

2020 / 2021 2021 / 2022
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Explanation for ‘high’ reserves        

(Please complete the highlighted boxes.)        

Box 7 is more than twice Box 2 because the authority held the following breakdown of reserves at the year end: 

           

   £ £ £      
Earmarked 
reserves:         

 CIL  28,028.01        

 Tennis Net Grant 500.00        

 Newsletter 2,880.00        

 Legal Fees 1,000.00        

 Election Costs 1,500.00        

    33,908.01       

           

General reserve  15,449.30        

    15,449.30       

Total reserves (must agree to Box 7)  49,357.31      

           

           

The period for public inspection of NPC’s records will be from 13th June 2022 to 22nd July 2022. 

 

 

Agenda Item 94e RFO Report 
 

Barclays Receipts & Payments 2022 / 2023 

 

 
 

 

Unity Receipts & Payments 2022 / 2023 

 

 

 

  

Date Details Cheque Power Receipts Payments

04/04/22 BDC Precept 6,812.99 0.00

06/04/22 BDC CIL 14,198.37 0.00

26/04/22 BDC Grant towards Recreation Ground 2,798.03 0.00

Date Details Cheque Power Receipts Payments

25/05/22 CHT - Defibrillator Pads Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 98.40

25/05/22 Heelis & Lodge - Internal Audit fee Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 235.00

25/05/22 SALC - Annual Subscription Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 270.51



 

Prepared by Dave Crimmin PSLCC  Page 8 of 12 

Associated Papers NPC for Meeting on 25th May 2022 

Agenda Item 94g Bag Dispensers 

The dispensers (green or red) cost £79.99 + VAT from JRB Enterprises.com who also sell 800 bags 

for £23 + VAT.  Locations for the dispensers also need to be agreed. 

 

 

Agenda Item 95c Planning Status 

 

 

 

  

BDC Ref Application NPC Ref NPC Response BDC Response

DC/21/01451
Rotten Row Farm Rotten Row - Continued use of buildings for agricultural, 

industrial and commercial purposes.
21/071a Objected

DC/22/01350

Perrywood Garden Centre, Newton Road - Application under Section 73 of 

The Town and Country Planning Act for DC/20/03810 for the variation of 

condition 10 (Disposal of surface water).

22/068a Support

DC/22/01258

Burchetts Rectory Road - Application for Listed Building Consent - 

Replacement external door at Utility Room and Replacement external French 

door at Family room; Replacement windows (2) at Family room.

22/068b Support

DC/22/01428 

Farm Shop, Wheldons Fruit Farm, Joes Road - Application to determine if 

Prior Notification is required for a Proposed: Change of Use from 

Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwelling Houses. Town 

and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)(England) Order 2015 

as amended Schedule 2, Part 3 Class MA - Conversion of Farm Shop to 

Dwelling House(C3).

22/068c No objection.
Formal approval not 

required 12/05/2022.
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Agenda Item 96 Babergh Community Governance Review 

Babergh has commenced a CGR with initial submissions required by the 27th May 2022. 
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Agenda Item 98 Defibrillator Rollout 

The order has been placed for three defibrillators, cabinets and stands and we await delivery later this 
month.  Permission from the Trust to site a defibrillator on Little Green has been verbally given. 
 

Agenda Item 100 Community Allotments 
The landowner of the allotments has written to NPC as follows:  
 
Having spoken to you (Chairman) earlier in the week we feel that the allotments could continue to be 
beneficial to the village. On this basis, we are willing to transfer ownership of this area of our land to 
the Parish Council, on the understanding that they would be willing to cover the cost of the solicitor 
fee to transfer it from us to them. 
 

Agenda Item 105 Clerk’s Appraisal 
Cllr Presland will circulate the draft appraisal of the Clerk ahead of the meeting for your review and 
agreement. 
 
 
 

 


