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Signed ________________________________   Date   

Newton Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 13th May 2020 

Present: Councillors Paul Presland (Chairman), Russell Bower, David Everett, Rita Schwenk, 

Shona Shipp and Laura Smith. 

Attending: Lee Parker (Babergh District Councillor) and Dave Crimmin (Clerk). 

 

22/081  Election of Chairman 

Cllr Presland was unanimously elected as Chairman of Newton Parish Council (NPC) and signed the 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office before taking the chair. 

22/082  Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Taylor (work commitments) sent his apologies as did James Finch (Suffolk County Councillor), 

22/083  Election of Vice Chairman 

It was unanimously resolved that Cllr Everett be elected the Vice Chairman of NPC. 

22/084  Code of Conduct 

It was unanimously resolved that NPC adopt the Local Government Association Model Councillor 

Code of Conduct 2020. 

22/085  Declaration of Interests and Requests for Dispensation 

No interests were declared and no request for dispensation had been received. 

22/086  Minutes of Meeting held on 13th April 2022 

The minutes of the meeting were approved by the councillors who resolved that the minutes should 

be signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

22/087  HR & Standards Committees 

Cllrs Bower and Taylor were appointed to the HR Committee.  Cllrs Smith, Everett and Schwenk were 

appointed to the Standards Committee.  The Clerk to draft terms of reference for both committees. 

22/088  Representatives to Outside Bodies 

It was resolved that the following appointments be made: 

a. Newton Green Trust    Cllrs Taylor and Everett 
b. Village Hall Management Committee  Cllr Schwenk 
c. Alston & Plampin Charity                               Mrs S Presland, Mrs M Williams and Mrs J Taylor 
d. Cllr Presland was appointed as the representative to the Suffolk Association of Local Councils 

(SALC). 

22/089  Internal Auditor 

The Clerk declared that he is a consultant for Heelis & Lodge.  It was resolved that Heelis & Lodge be 

appointed as Internal Auditor for 2022 / 2023 and the Clerk to send the letter of engagement. 

22/090  Annual Subscriptions 

It was resolved to renew the annual membership to the Suffolk Association of Local Councils, 

Community Action Suffolk and The Society for Local Council Clerks for 2022 / 2023. 

22/091  Public Participation 

The councillors reviewed James Finch’s previously submitted report.  
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22/092  Emails circulated 

Following a review of the emails circulated by the Clerk the councillors noted the concerns of a golf 

club member on an issue surrounding the use of Rotten Row Farm.  Lee Parker will raise the issue 

with Babergh’s Environmental team and councillors agreed that an evidence log should be maintained 

regarding the use of the farm. The Clerk to update the person raising the issue on the actions taken. 

22/093  Clerk’s Report 

Following a review of the Clerk’s report (Appendix A), there were no further actions requested of the 

Clerk. 

22/094  Finance 

a. The councillors reviewed and resolved to accept the Internal Audit report produced by Heelis 

& Lodge and the Annual Governance Annual Return AIAR (Appendix B) for the year ending 

31st March 2022 which had no recommended actions. 

b. The councillors resolved that Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

for 2021 / 2022 (Appendix C) was approved and the Chairman signed the section on behalf of 

NPC. 

c. The councillors resolved that Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

for 2021 / 2022 (Appendix D) was approved and the Chairman signed the section on behalf of 

NPC. 

d. The councillors resolved to approve the explanation of the quantified significant variances, 

including the breakdown of general and earmarked reserves, in relation to Section 2 of Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return for 2021 / 2022. The councillors also noted that the 

period for public inspection of NPC’s records will be from 13th June 2022 to 22nd July 2022. 

e. All cheques signed and due for signing, as itemised in the RFO Report (Appendix E), were 

authorised by the councillors.  The councillors also noted the income received since the last 

meeting.  The councillors resolved to transfer £25,000 from the Barclays to the Unity Trust 

account. 

f. The council is still awaiting a quotation to provide an electricity supply for the Christmas Tree. 

g. The councillors resolved to purchase 2no. dog poop bag dispensers and a supply of bags 

which, providing the Trust approve the locations, will be placed on the Green outside the 

Village Hall and by Saracens pond. 

22/095  Planning 

a. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/22/02188 Perrywood Garden Centre, 

Newton Road - Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant 

of Planning Permission DC/20/03810 dated 11/06/2021. (Erection of a new garden centre 

building (Use Class E) including restaurant, enclosed and open canopies and outdoor sales 

area. Erection of a glasshouse and store. Partial demolition of and erection of an extension to 

the existing garden centre building (to be used for Use Class E). Erection of a replacement 

potting shed. External alterations of the existing barn. Erection of electricity sub-stations and 

an electricity distribution building. Provision of landscaping, car parking areas, wildlife area 

and outdoor events space.) Town and Country Planning Act 1990.- To vary Condition 2 

(Approved Plans and Documents) for minor design changes to the scheme and resolved to 

support the application. 

b. No further planning application had been received since the agenda was posted requiring a 

response before the next meeting.   

c. The councillors reviewed the status of previous applications, appeals and enforcement 

referrals (Appendix F). 
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22/096  Babergh Community Governance Review   

The councillors reviewed the plans for a Community Governance Review by Babergh and agreed 

they had no comments at this stage. 

22/097  Recreation Ground   

The councillors were updated that the tennis net storage cabinet was under construction.  The 

councillors resolved that a green litter bin should be purchased for outside the main gates of the 

MUGA so that users will be encouraged not to throw litter in and around the MUGA and set a budget 

of £500 for the bin and installation. 

22/098  Defibrillators 

With the order being placed for the 3 defibrillators, permission has now been agreed for all three 

locations. 

22/099  Forthcoming Events  

The plans for the official opening of the recreation ground facilities and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

(QPJ) celebrations in the Recreation Ground on Sunday 5th June 2022 were discussed. With most of 

the planning now complete, the Clerk was asked to produce 250 A5 leaflets for distribution to all 

households. 

22/100  Community Allotments 

The councillors reviewed the offer from the landowner to transfer the allotment land to the ownership 

of NPC, subject to the council paying for all legal costs.  The councillors agreed unanimously to 

accept the offer and asked Cllr Schwenk to obtain a quote from BWB for the conveyance on NPC’s 

behalf and the Clerk to liaise with the landowner. 

22/101  Newton Footpaths 

Cllr Schwenk reported on the progress made with local landowners in order to create a permissive 

path between Newton and Assington. 

22/102  Village Hall and Trust updates 

The Village Hall held a very successful coffee morning on Saturday 21st May 2022 raising £292.55  

Builders are still investigating the extent of the problems with the extension roof. The Trust held a 

meeting where it approved the use of Little Green for the location of a defibrillator but did not have 

any options to provide space for the “no-mow May” scheme.  The erection of signage on the track 

over the Green is still being reviewed. 

22/103  Questions to the Chair 

No questions were raised. 

22/104  Standing Orders  

In accordance with NPC’s Standing Order 3d the councillors resolved to exclude the public and press 

from the meeting due to the confidentiality of the Clerk’s Contract of Employment. 

22/105  Clerk Appraisal 

The appraisal completed by Cllrs Everett and Presland with the Clerk was reviewed by the 

councillors.  It was resolved that the appraisal for the period 1st May 2020 to 28th February 2022 

should be signed by the Chairman on NPC’s behalf. 

22/106  Next Meeting  

The next Meeting of NPC will be held on Wednesday 15th June 2022 starting at 7.30 pm in the Village 

Hall. 
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Following the close of the meeting Cllr Shipp tendered her resignation from the council due to 

not having the time to undertake the training and tasks that she considered necessary to be a 

councillor.  In accepting her resignation, the Chairman thanked her for the work she had 

undertaken as a councillor and hoped to see her at meetings in the future. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 

 

Appendix A Clerk’s Report 

 

 

  

Minute Action Complete P

21/189 James Finch requested to look at calming measures for Rotten Row.

22/009 MUGA and play equipment signage installed by Community Wardens. P

22/015 Cllr Presland is obtaining quotation from electrician.

22/031 Cllr Taylor liaising with Tree Warden re replacement tree.

22/044 Welcome to Newton updated with councillors feedback.  New pictures to be 

resourced for final review at June meeting.

22/044 An issue with Clerk's use of newton-pc.gov.uk email addresses is now resolved and 

councillors' email addresses to be rolled out in May.

22/063 Minutes sent to BRN and updated on website. P

22/065 The cost for the Community Wardens to jet-spray the MUGA is £185 + VAT. P

22/067 a Payments made to suppliers, individuals and organisations. P

22/067 d SLA for Community Wardens signed and returned to Sudbury TC. P

22/068 Planning application(s) response sent to Babergh. P

22/070 Order placed for tennis net storage. P

22/075 Response from NGT awaited on "no mow May".

22/078 Website updated with SID analysis. P

Clerk's Actions & Delegated Power
Broken footpath sign by MD Mills reported.
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Appendix B AGAR AIAR 
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Appendix C  AGAR Section 1 
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Appendix D  AGAR Section 2 
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Appendix E  RFO Report 

 
Agenda Item 94e RFO Report 
 

Barclays Receipts & Payments 2022 / 2023 

 

 
 

 

Unity Receipts & Payments 2022 / 2023 

 

 

 

Appendix F  Planning Status 

 

 
 
End of Appendices  

Date Details Cheque Power Receipts Payments

04/04/22 BDC Precept 6,812.99 0.00

06/04/22 BDC CIL 14,198.37 0.00

26/04/22 BDC Grant towards Recreation Ground 2,798.03 0.00

Date Details Cheque Power Receipts Payments

25/05/22 CHT - Defibrillator Pads Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 98.40

25/05/22 Heelis & Lodge - Internal Audit fee Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 235.00

25/05/22 SALC - Annual Subscription Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 270.51

BDC Ref Application NPC Ref NPC Response BDC Response

DC/21/01451
Rotten Row Farm Rotten Row - Continued use of buildings for agricultural, 

industrial and commercial purposes.
21/071a Objected

DC/22/01350

Perrywood Garden Centre, Newton Road - Application under Section 73 of 

The Town and Country Planning Act for DC/20/03810 for the variation of 

condition 10 (Disposal of surface water).

22/068a Support

DC/22/01258

Burchetts Rectory Road - Application for Listed Building Consent - 

Replacement external door at Utility Room and Replacement external French 

door at Family room; Replacement windows (2) at Family room.

22/068b Support

DC/22/01428 

Farm Shop, Wheldons Fruit Farm, Joes Road - Application to determine if 

Prior Notification is required for a Proposed: Change of Use from 

Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwelling Houses. Town 

and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)(England) Order 2015 

as amended Schedule 2, Part 3 Class MA - Conversion of Farm Shop to 

Dwelling House(C3).

22/068c No objection.
Formal approval not 

required 12/05/2022.


